
4-H Council Meeting  
The next 4-H Council meet-
ing will be held on November 
3, 2009 at the GSA small 
conference Room at the 
UCCE/Amador County, 
12200 B Airport Road in 
Martell at 7pm.   
  

Please submit any articles 
about your club or  mail them 
to UCCE/4-H Office, 12200 
B Airport Rd, Jackson, CA 
95642 by the middle of each 
month.  

Get ready for Amador 
Countyôs 56th Annual 
Achievement Night!  
 
Achievement Night recog-
nizes 4-H members for their 
accomplishments over the 
past year.  
 
Bring your family and friends 
to this fun event.  
 

Achievement Night 2009! 
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Educational programs of California Cooperative Extension serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or 

national origin.   

4-H volunteers (leaders, par-
ents, teens) who incur out-of
-pocket expenses or make a 
direct contribution to 4-H 
may be able to claim income 
tax deductions for: 

The fair market 
value of property 
and materials do-
nated to 4-H 

 

Cash contributions 
to 4-H 

 

Cost of raising a 
guide dog puppy 

 

Cost of travel while 
serving as a volun-
teer (consult a tax 
manual for actual 
allowances) 

 

Non-reimbursed out-

of-pocket ex-
penses for station-
ary, postage, tele-
phone calls, re-
freshments, photo-
copying, etc. in-
curred in rendering 
volunteer ex-
penses. 

 
You CANNOT claim the 
value of your volunteer 
services, time, or costs of 
transporting or paying ex-
penses for your own child. 
Consult with your tax advi-
sor if you have any ques-
tions. Be sure to keep 
complete records and re-
ceipts in case your contri-
butions are ever ques-
tioned. 

Tax Tips For 4-H Volunteers 

Achievement Night 
will be held on Thurs-
day, November 12th, 
from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
at Sutter Creek 
Church of the Naza-
rene. 
 
 
 
 
 

 If you have questions, 
please contact Larry Fossen, 
at 209-223-6484  or by email 
at lefossen@ucdavis.edu 
. 

Achievement Night 2008 

http://ceamador.ucdavis.edu/
mailto:diggings4h@gmail.com
mailto:lefossen@ucdavis.edu


Head (was trained to 

think plan and reason);   

Heart (to be kind true 

and sympathetic);   

Hands (to be useful, 

helpful, and skillful); 

and  

Health (to resist 

disease, enjoy life, and 

make for efficiency) 

The Training Request 
Form can be found at 
http://ca4h.org/
projresource/
shootingsports/
index.asp. 
 
Å Shotgun Discipline  
A shotgun trainer course 
will be held 9:00am-
5:00pm, Saturday and 
Sunday, October 24 -25 
at the Ukiah Gun 
Club, in Mendocino 
County. Upon successful 
completion of the two-
day course, participants 
will be certified 
as 4-H leader trainers, 
and will be eligible to 
serve as shooting sports 
project leaders, as well 
as instruct and 
certify other volunteers in 
the discipline of shotgun. 
Cost for the course is 
$30, which includes shot-
gun shells, 
clay targets, continental 
breakfast and lunch both 
days, and class materi-
als. Teen Leaders may 
attend, with a 
participating adult volun-
teer. Limited camping 
space is available, con-
tact John Holder for ar-
rangements. The 
course will be limited to 
twenty (20) participants. 
You must be an ap-
pointed 4-H volunteer or 
member to 
attend this training. Send 
Training Request Form 
with fees payable to 
ñMendocino County 4-H 

Councilò to 
UCCE 4-H Shotgun, 890 
North Bush Street, Ukiah 
CA 95482. For more regis-
tration information, contact 
Linda 
Edgington (707) 463-4495 
or lgedging-
ton@ucdavis.edu. If you 
have questions regarding 
the course or facility, 
contact the instructor, John 
Holder at (707) 485-8445 or 
bearhunt56@hotmail.com. 
 
Å Archery Discipline  
A shooting sports training 
workshop for the archery 
discipline will be held in 
Modesto, CA on Saturday,  
November 7 , 8 AM - 4 PM 
and Sunday , November 8 , 
8 AM - 2 PM. Upon suc-
cessful completion of the 
course, participants will be 
certified as archery volun-
teers and can instruct arch-
ery club projects and camp 
programs. Attendance at 
both days is required. The 
course will be held at the 
Stanislaus County Ag Cen-
ter, 
Harvest Hall Room E, 3800 
Cornucopia Way, Modesto. 
The cost will be $25 and 
includes lunch, snacks, and 
class materials. For more 
information, contact Dan 
Burner, 
dan_burner@yahoo.com or 
209-874-2732 
(evenings). Training Re-
quest Form and Fees are 
due by October 23 and can 
be submitted to Dan 
Burner, 
P.O. Box 829, Waterford, 
CA 95386. 
. 
Amador County Needs 1 
More Archery Leader to 
Start this Project!  
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4-H  SH O O T I N G SP O R T S LE A D E R 

CO U R S E S  

A free professional develop-
ment training opportunity is 
available for those involved 
with youth development 
programs focusing on healthy 
living concepts. The two-day 
trainings, "Fresh Fruits and 
Vegetables: A  
Centerpiece for a Healthy 
School Environment " will be 
held in Davis on November 
18 and 19 . You may visit 
http://www.lifelab.org/ffv.php 
to register today. Click here 
for the full training flyer. For 
any questions, contact 
Deborah Beall at 
dbeall@cde.ca.gov. 

Free Training! 

Bee a Natural Inquirer  and 
an Investi -gator !  
 

Order your copy of the new 
Bioenergy edition of the Natu-
ral Inquirer! Articles include FS 
research findings about the 
use of forest biomass for fuel-
ing schools, a comparison of 
the energy expended to pro-
duce wood and steel doors, 
the use of tree crowns for fu-
ture energy, and a comparison 
of the efficiency of transporting 
wood chips for energy or burn-
ing on-site.  
 

The Natural Inquirer is excited 
to announce its new publica-
tion: the Investi-gator. This 
publication is designed for up-
per elementary students and 
was produced in partnership 
with NRS. Articles include re-
search about changing leaf 
color, how rising ozone levels 
affect tree growth, protecting 
the environment through poli-
cies, and a look at soil activity 
in the wintertime.  
 

Please visit 
www.naturalinquirer.org and 
www.scienceinvestigator.org 

http://ceamador.ucdavis.edu/newsletters.htm
http://www.naturalinquirer.org
http://www.scienceinvestigator.org


4-H members can help to col-

lect soil samples to give a much 

clearer assessment of the health 

of the Nation's soils.  

 

Northeastern University is con-

ducting the National Soil Re-

search Project where students 

are measuring the humic (HA) 

and fulvic acid (FA) contents of 

the nation's agricultural top 

soils. HA and FA are vital or-

ganic components of healthy 

soils. They retain water, act as 

pH buffers, improve soil tex-

ture/porosity and regulate many 

other soil functions.   

 

We need to double the number 

County 4 -H Council/

VMO (Volunteer Man-

agement Organization) 

presidents and 4 -H staff 

on Monday, October 19 

at 6:00 p.m  
  

This is the first of a se-

ries of "webinars" 

hosted by the California 

State 4 -H Program Of-

fice to foster collabora-

tion between key volun-

teers and staff across 

the state.   A tentative 

agenda is attached.   If 

you cannot attend, the 

meeting will be recorded 

and you can access it 

later.  
  

You can practice going 

into the room anytime 

you want to  from now 

until the meeting  to see 

if it works and what the 

room looks like. Please 

The California International 
Exchange Program will offer 
outbound programs to Aus-
tralia, Costa Rica, and Japan 
during the summer of 2010.  
 
Applications will be accepted 
until January 15, 2010 . An 
interview with the California 
4-H International Exchange 
Coordinator, Pat English, is 
required. 
 
 For more information con-
tact Pat English at: pneng-
lish@ucdavis.edu or 530-
754-8520.  
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4-H Council Town 

Hall Meeting 

Show your 4-H spirit in 
Amador County and be-
yond! 
 

We have window decals for 
a minimum donation of just 
$8!  
 
It is a fundraiser for the 
Amador County 4-H Coun-
cil. 
 
The council provides fund-
ing for scholarships, events 
& they fund community ser-
vice programs, plus a whole 
lot more! 
 
The price is $8 each 
 
Donôt be left without one! 
 
Ask your Community Club 
Leader for yours!  

CALIFORNIA 

International Exchange 

Program 

Get Your  

Window Decal! 

of samples to be analyzed. We 

can do that with your help! 

We're asking 4-H members to 

collect and mail a one-pound, 

dry soil sample to Northeastern 

University for analysis.  

 

More information is available at 

http://www.ca4h.org/set/

documents/

NortheasternSoilSample-

Form.doc or contact Geoffrey 

Davies at g.davies@neu.edu.  

National Soil Research 
Project   

Bee a Natural Inquirer  
and an Investi -gator ! 
Continued from page 2 
 
and order your free  cop-
ies! 
Donald (Don) Yasuda  
Certified Wildlife Biologist® 

(The Wildlife Society)  

R5 Strategic Decision Sup-

port (SDS) Cadre  
Wildlife Biologist / Collabo-

rative Learning  
3237 Peacekeeper Way, 

McClellan, CA  95652  
(916) 640-1168 (desk) // 

(530) 409-5405 (cell)  
dyasuda@fs.fed.us  

http://www.ca4h.org/set/documents/NortheasternSoilSampleForm.doc
http://www.ca4h.org/set/documents/NortheasternSoilSampleForm.doc
http://www.ca4h.org/set/documents/NortheasternSoilSampleForm.doc
http://www.ca4h.org/set/documents/NortheasternSoilSampleForm.doc
mailto:g.davies@neu.edu
mailto:dyasuda@fs.fed.us


1. 4-H SET-Ready curricula 
are available for free elec-
tronic (PDF) download  in 
the online library!  Curricu-
lum includes "It Came From 
Planted Earth", "Nature's 
Partners: Pollinator Protec-
tion", "Pond Mapping", 
"Ridges to Rivers", and 
"Veterinary Science".  Visit 
the library at http://
www.ca4h.org/SET/
curriculum.asp 
 
2. The Junior Master Gard-
ner  program offers a new 
series of activities, Building 
a Vegetable Gar-
den .  These novel, hands-on 
learning experiences will 
help youth to evaluate the 
best garden site, select the 
right vegetables plants and 
will learn "Paper Towel Gar-
dening" to establish the 

Mark your calendars for 
Winter 2010 4 -H SET 
Professional Develop-
ment: February 6, 2010 , 
with five locations 
throughout the state to be 
determined.   
 
The day-long trainings will 
focus on the California 4-
H SET Year 2 Plans: 

 
Morning : Teens-as-

Teachers - Learn to utiliz-
ing teenage 4-H members 
as co-educators and fa-
cilitators with younger 4-H 
members. 
 

Afternoon : Introduc-
tion to 4-H SET curricula; 
2-3 per each site (which 
may include water con-
servation, robotics, rab-

bits, biosecurity, and 
others). 
 
As the locations and 
curricula are identified, 
more information 
(including registration 
instructions) will be 
included in future 4-H 
SET Updates  
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Winter 2010 4 -H SET 
Professional Development  

The Walt Disney Company an-
nounces the nationwide launch of 
Disney's Planet Challenge , a pro-
ject-based environmental competi-
tion for fourth through sixth grade 
youth.   
The program empowers youth to 
make a difference in their homes, 
schools, and communities and 
prompts youth to think and act re-
sponsibly toward the environment 
while fostering teamwork, problem 
solving skills, and lifetime love for 
learning.  Registration for the com-
petition closes December 18, 
2009. Registered teams then have 
until February 26, 2010 to com-
plete their project portfolios.  After-
school science clubs, like 4-H 
Clubs, are eligible as long as they 
are comprised of 4-6th grade 
youth.  For more information about 
Disney's Planet Challenge or to 
register for the competition, visit 
www.Disney.com/planetchallenge. 

Disney's Planet  
Challenge   

space requirements for 
plants.  A new Golden Ray 
Series certification is offered 
to those young gardeners 
completing a set of activities 
from the JMG Teacher/
Leader Guide.  More infor-
mation is available at 
http://67.59.137.247/
index.cfm?
did=15948&sectionID=2017 

 
3. Lessonopoly is a free 
software portal developed by 
Silicon Valley Education 
Foundation. While the site is 
primarily for classroom 
teachers to organize, create, 
share and connect with other 
teachers, there are many 
free activities in a search-
able database .  For more 
information, visit http://
www.lessonopoly.org/svef/?
q=lessonplansearch 

Free Electronic Downloads!   
 
4. The Global Educational 
Outreach (GEO)  initiative 
uses new technology to 
provide outstanding Sci-
ence, Engineering and 
Technology (SET) teaching 
material. It is a highly flexi-
ble medium enabling a wide 
range of different educa-
tional approaches to be ex-
plored and it is particularly 
useful for SET educators 
who will find valuable 
downloadable teaching re-
source material created by 
the best science and tech-
nology experts and educa-
tors.  Visit the site at http://
www.geoset.info/  

http://www.ca4h.org/SET/curriculum.asp%20
http://www.ca4h.org/SET/curriculum.asp%20
http://www.ca4h.org/SET/curriculum.asp%20
http://www.Disney.com/planetchallenge
http://67.59.137.247/index.cfm?did=15948&sectionID=2017
http://67.59.137.247/index.cfm?did=15948&sectionID=2017
http://67.59.137.247/index.cfm?did=15948&sectionID=2017
http://www.lessonopoly.org/svef/?q=lessonplansearch
http://www.lessonopoly.org/svef/?q=lessonplansearch
http://www.lessonopoly.org/svef/?q=lessonplansearch
http://www.geoset.info
http://www.geoset.info


The ESRI 2010 GIS Grants for 4-H (U.S.) 
guidelines and application are now 
posted at www.esri.com/grants or 
through the link at www.esri.com/4-
H.    The application deadline is 5:00 pm 
PST on Dec. 1, 2009.   Please download 
the grant guidelines of interest and book-
mark the application link. 
 
The Getting Started with GIS grant is 
good for 4-H clubs who might be new to 
technology and GIS software.  Youôll 
receive curriculum and software for win-
dows and mac. 
 
The Introductory Grant is appropriate for 
clubs who want to learn more about GIS 
technology, using the same software that 
your local planning office or assessor 
might use.   This grant includes ArcView 
software (windows only), curriculum and 
virtual campus courses. 
 
The Intermediate Grants are available for 
4-H groups who have successfully com-
pleted the requirements for an introduc-
tory grant from a previous year.  At the 
intermediate level the club has the choice 
of continuing with ArcView (and all exten-
sions) or moving up a level to the ArcGIS 
Editor level.  At the intermediate level, 
clubs may also request to receive Ameri-

ESRI GIS Grants for 4-H  
are now available 

can Forests CITYgreen software, an Ar-
cGIS  extension that is used by many parks 
departments and forestry companies to evalu-
ate the health of trees and the contributions to 
our world that trees provide.  
 
Youôll find the grant information at 
www.esri.com/grants > Education and 4-H 
grants.    

There have been some changes in the appli-
cation process this year, you will need to con-
tact your State 4-H SET Liaison to not only 
get a letter of support from them, but to also 
learn about how GIS fits into the states SET 
plan.  Donôt worry your state 4-H SET Liaison 
should already be aware of this grant require-
ment and should already have a prepared 
response for you!!! 

Remember to download the guidelines early 
so you have adequate time to consider the 
questions and submit your application no later 
than Dec 1st!    Please let us know if you have 
questions about the grants or the applica-
tion.  You may send questions to 4-
HGIS_external@esri.com.   

If you are just beginning your journey into 
Geospatial technologies, you might want to 
purchase a copy of the 4-H Geospatial Ex-

ploring Spaces, Going Places curriculm at: 
http://www.n4hccs.org/catalog.aspx?
cid=188&c=Geospatial 

A big thank you to the 4-H community for 
all that youôve done in your community and 
nationally with GIS software!  You are indi-
vidually and collectively making a differ-
ence.  Check this 4-H story at: http://4-
h.org/news/?p=394 

Thanks much, please let me know if you 
have questions or need additional informa-
tion, 
Esther. 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
Esther Worker 
eworker@esri.com 
ESRI Program Manager for 4-H (U.S.) 
1 International Ct 
Broomfield CO 80021 
303.449.7779 ext 8216 
1- 800-447-9778 ext 18216 
For information on ESRI software and ser-
vices: http://www.esri.com 

ESRI Education Community Portal:    http://
edcommunity.esri.com  
http://www.esri.com/4-H   

Continued pg. 2 Town Hall Meeting  

try it before the meeting.  We will 

be in the room at 15 minutes be-

fore the meeting as well to help 
with questions.   

Here is the vital information:  
 1. Click on http://uc -

d.na4.acrobat.com/

councilpresident/   to enter the 

Adobe Connect Pro Meeting 

Room.   If asked, click OK on your 

way in.    When asked for your 

name, please use the name of 

your county first and then if you 

want to give your first name af-

ter, that's fine (Example: Kings -

Peggy).   That way we can again 

easily see which counties are 

represented.  
  

2. For audio, call  1-866 -740 -

1260 and enter  7524783 as the 

code.  This number will only work 

during the actual meeting.   
  

Here are some additional tips:  
  

1. If using a speaker phone, 

please mute it until you wish to 

speak in order to minimize feed-

back for the rest of the partici-

pants.  

 

2. Connect Pro is the technology 

for the visual part of the meet-

ing.  

      

3. During the meeting, you may 

send a message to the present-

ers or others by using the CHAT 

POD at the left.  

                 -Type your message 

in the bar in the lower part of the 

Chat Pod to the left of the arrow.  

                 -Click on the arrow to 

send your message to the pod.  

                 -At the bottom of the 

pod, you can choose to share 

your chat with everyone, the 

presenters, or an individual.   

 

4. Files used during the meeting 

will be available to download at 

the end of the meeting and any 

time you want to return to the 

meeting room for a week.  
 

http://www.esri.com/grants
http://www.esri.com/4-H
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http://www.esri.com/grants
mailto:4-HGIS_external@esri.com
mailto:4-HGIS_external@esri.com
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http://4-h.org/news/?p=394
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