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: This message is written just
prior to the County Fair to
meet publication deadlines, so
will have comments on the
Fair efforts in the September
Newsletter. There were a lot

of “goings on” in July and | hope you all
participated in some of them. “A garden
always gives back more than it receives.”
- Mara Beamish

Those of us who visited the Calaveras MG
“Demonstration Garden” on 7/14 were very
impressed. You should have been there!
They have gardening areas of every type
(raised vegetables, California ‘natives’,
backyard orchards, espaliered fruit trees,
wildflowers, grapes, succulents, etc.). They
have done a lot of work and it is paying off.
The snacks were great (tasted raisin cookies,
with homemade raisins - umm). The visit has
sparked considerable interest in our group to
expand the flower and veggie gardens at the
Food Bank, and/or find some additional
space to do an even larger series of gardens.

Our monthly meeting program 7/17 was
another success. Lynn Wunderlich

(Our Ag/Farm Advisor), gave an informative
presentation on BLUEBERRIES. | never
knew there were so many varieties. Now that
our group has soil testing equipment, you can
determine if your soil pH is suitable.

Did you enjoy the samples?? Have you
checked out the web sites??

Have you had the chance to meet Renee
Estrada Heidecker, the UCCE’s new part time
administrative assistant? She is more than
qualified and we are very fortunate to have
her...

Presidents Message continued on page 2

‘/ August Calendar

8/4 — Plant Clinic, Ridge Road GC 10-2
8/18-Get to Know Your Soil Class 10-2 at
Ag Office

8/21 — 1:00-3:00 MG Monthly Meeting at
Kathy Pifari’'s Board Meeting at Noon

8/24 — 6 pm On Golden Pond at the
Kennedy Mine

8/25 — 7-11am Tomato Tasting at the
Farmer’s Market, Sutter Creek

8/27 — Beginning Hort with Dave Andrews at
Independence High

8/29 — 6 pm Evening Meeting at Ag Office
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Pres. Message cont.

Jim Switzer gave a brief but uplifting
presentation on his experiences at the
“International Master Gardeners Conference”.
We are grateful that Jim was in the area and
could attend. Also want to thank Jim for his MG
presentations on TSPN. He does a great job
promoting us to the public. Kudos to Jim and
all those who provide MG information through
the media.

The 7/21/07 class on “Attracting Birds, Bats and

Butterflies” was very well attended by the public.

Robin Ivanoff, Rita Martin, Jill North and Sue
Harrington did a wonderful job. Larry Jones
was there in spirit as the “Owl Man”. We need
to appreciate the bats in our own backyards.
Only a few of our MG group attended so this
presentation could be a candidate for one of our

monthly meetings next year. What do you
think??

The annual tomato tasting at the Sutter Creek
Farmers Market is coming up on the 25" of
August. It always draws many tomato growers
who want to see how they match up against
other growers in the County. We always have a
good turnout of Master Gardeners both as
organizers and participants. Hope to see you at
this fun event!

We had a great time at the MSTW production of
The Foreigner in July - the play was good, the
weather perfect and the company beyond
compare. We plan on attending the August 24™
performance of On Golden Pond. And hope to
see you there, too!!

John & Jerry

NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN

Secretary’s Notes

JULY 26, 2007

The meeting was called to order by co-president, Jerry Trottier at I: 05 PM at the Ag. Office
Program presenter was Lynn Wunderlich, UCCE Farm Advisor who spoke on the topic, “Growing
Blueberries in the Foothills.” A summary of her presentation will be included in a future newsletter.
BUSINESS: Andrew introduced Renee Estrada-Heidecker, 2 time UCCE Assistant. She comes
from a background in human resources in the high tech field, has resided in Amador Co. for four
years, and is glad to be here in her new job. We are very glad to have her.

The Amador Co. Fair is July 26-29. The open shifts were filled. Thanks to all who volunteered.
There will be two meetings in August, a daytime meeting on the 21%, at Kathy and Tom Pifari’s
home focusing on “Growing Roses in the Foothills” and an evening meeting on

Aug 29" at the Ag Office with the topic, “Weed ID.”

Andrew reminded us that there will be an electronic kiosk available for the public to use at the fair.
It is user friendly and has abbreviated versions of the Pest Notes.

Andrew asked for volunteers for the 2008 MG training that will be held in Amador Co. at our site.
People will be needed to set up the meetings, make name tags, gather and sort the materials and
do general hosting duties. The training will be held mid-January to April. Contact Andrew if you'd

like to participate.

Janice Johnson will be holding the annual “Tomato Tasting” event at the Sutter Creek Farmers

Market on Saturday, August 25.

Dorothy Smith, UCCE, discussed the basic insurance coverage for MG’s. It is a secondary
insurance and covers incidents that can occur going to or from a UC sponsored event. It carries no
medical coverage. If there is an “incident” you should gather as much information as possible, fill
out an “Incident Report” and contact Andrew. Continued on page 3
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July Minutes from page 2

Jackie Tarchala spoke about the field trip to the Calaveras County MG Demo Garden. She said
that it is fabulous and she got many ideas for our group from the outing. The Calaveras group
received grants to install paving and build an office. Dave Wilson Nursery donated the trees. The
garden is a work-in-progress and they have dreams and plans for the future. They are open on the
4™ Saturday of the month from 10-12PM. They also grow plants to sell.

The annual Harvest Fair held in Fair Oaks Park will be on Aug. 4, from 8AM-2PM. Bill Pierce,
whose articles appear in the Sac Bee, and many others will be leading classes on a variety of
subjects.

Jim Switzer attended the International MG Conference in Little Rock, AR. He reported that it's a
delightful little city and that the MG’s made him feel very welcome. A variety of informative classes
were held during the morning with field trips to wonderful gardens in the afternoon. The keynote
speaker was P. who may be available to attend in the future.

Dave Andrews, a professor of horticulture at Cosumnes River College and a MG will be teaching a
basic course on horticulture on Monday evenings from 6-9:25PM, at Independence HS in Amador
Co. It will be a 16-week course during the fall semester from Aug. 27, - Dec. 17. Dave plans to use
the MG handbook as the basic text and tailor the course to the interests of the students. If this
initial class is successful then subsequent classes will be planned for Amador County. There will
need to be at least 20-25 people sign up for the class. Call or email Dave if you want to participate
and tell your friends and neighbors. This is a resource worth having in Amador Co. 209 274-4650,
hort101@volcano.net or andrewd@crc.losrios.edu.

Valerie B. Thanked Dennis M. for help with the Food Bank irrigation system and Lou Ohls
reminded everyone that there is an interesting compost display there as well.

Jerry reminded everyone that there are pots available in the office shed for those of you who are
potting up plants for the Fall Expo. He also reminded us that the play, “On Golden Pond,” is Aug 24,
at the Kennedy Mine Amphitheater.

Jerry adjourned the meeting at 3:05PM. E. Beals/D.England

Getting to Know Our Amador
County Soils
Part Il

The Mariposa-Josephine-Sites soil
association encompasses soils that cover
much of the eastern portion of the Amador
Soil Survey Area, extending from a line
roughly parallel with and east of Highway 49
up to the very eastern edge of the surveyed
area, about 15 miles past the town of Pioneer.
Most of the soils in and around the towns of
Pine Grove, Volcano, and Fiddletown are in
the Mariposa-Josephine-Sites association, as
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well as a portion of the area around Pioneer.
The soil association accounts for about 25%
of the total land area included in the Amador
Area Survey.

The soils in this association are found on
gently sloping to steeply inclined areas. All
are well drained and of loamy textures and
slightly acidic, most often covered in mixed
conifers and hardwood, brush and grass.

The Mariposa series was established in 1913.
Named after the Mariposa county area, this
soil series’ name means “butterfly” in Spanish.
Continued on page 4
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Amador Soils from page3 _

Now, you wouldn’t expect a soil with a light,
airy name like “butterfly” to be a heavy clay
soil, and it’s not. Mariposa soils are generally
classified as loams, whether rocky or gravelly

Of the three main soils in this association,
Mariposa soils are often the shallowest, and
therefore are sometimes less suited to the
growing of deciduous fruit trees. It is
generally considered most suitable for timber
production. The Mariposa soils are found in
the central and southern Sierra Nevada of
California.

The Sites series was established in 1907 in
Colusa County. It is found in the Coast Range
Mountains and foothill regions of the Sierra
Nevada and Cascade Mountains of California
and western Oregon. It can be found on
gentle or steep slopes and like the Mariposa
soils, is generally a loam. It is classified as
being deep to moderately deep. The authors
of the soil survey noted almost fifty years ago
that in the gentler sloping areas, apples,
walnuts and grapes were grown well on this
soil. In the steeper sloping areas it is usually
forested with timber or in grassland for
grazing.

The Josephine series was established in
Josephine County, Oregon in 1919. In turn,
Josephine County was named for Virginia
“Josephine” Rollins, the first white woman to
settle in southern Oregon, according to
Josephine County’s website. The daughter of
a gold miner, | can’t help but think she would
have found it amusing to know she’d have a
soil series indirectly named for her. It just
goes to show that when you set out to be a
pioneer, you never know how far your legacy
will reach. Josephine soils are found in the
Klamath Mountains of southern Oregon and
in the Sierra Nevada mountains in northern
California. Similar to the Sites series, and in
contrast with many of the Mariposa soils, it is
classified as deep to moderately deep. It is
noted in the survey that small areas of the
Josephine soils were used for raising hay
grain, as rangeland or for family production of
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apples, pears and walnuts. The Josephine
soils on steeper slopes are also ideal for
timber.

The soils in this series are favorable for fruit
production at the moderate elevations (1500-
3000 ft) of the county, much as the soils from
last month’s Aiken-Cohasset association due
to a number of favorable characteristics such
as being well drained, moderately deep, and
having a moderate loam texture. As one
reads through the summaries of these soils in
the survey, the recommendations for
productive use mostly all read the same, with
timber repeatedly being the recommended
use. That is mostly due to the fact that there
is not much flat ground above 1500 ft
elevation in Amador County where these soils
are found and because the recommended
uses in the soil survey are given from a large
scale, intensive production perspective. The
recommended use section is not designed for
counseling home gardeners, although one
can glean information about what things may
grow best depending on what the
“production” recommendations are. On a
smaller, home garden scale, we have so
many tools and technologies as gardeners to
tinker with growing conditions, making it
easier to grow things on soils limited by slope,
climate or fertility.

On a side-note relevant to what we learned
from Lynn Wunderlich recently, the natural
acidity of these soils give them a head start
towards the necessary soil conditions for
growing blueberries. There’s more proof that
you can transform any soil condition into a
positive!

Next month’s featured soils belong to the
famous wine grape growing region of the
Shenandoah Valley!

Andrew Kramer
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Something Interesting

Taken from an article b;/ The Avant Gardener
By Jackie Tarchala

Recently scientists have been taking a look at
the incredibly fertile black soils found in Brazil's
Amazonia region.

These soils are deep and rich, called “terra
preta de Indio”, and were created by the early
Indian inhabitants of that area. The soils are
the product of slash-and-char agriculture. This
is achieved by burning trees and tilling the
charred remains into the soil. This soil contains
70 times as much charcoal than other soils.
This method which is different than the slash
and burn method because the burning pile is
covered with soil and smolders slowly, does not
cause air pollution. (Yeah!)

Biochemist Johannes Lehmann of Cornell
University says these soils have “very specific
and unique properties” which can “revolutionize
concepts of soil management”.

Bio-char holds both nutrients and carbon in the
soil. Dr. Lehmann believes this can teach us
how to restore degraded soils, triple crop yields
and support a wide array of crops in regions
with agriculturally poor soils. This can also
prevent critical changes in world climates.

It has also been noted by scientists from
Cornell that many methods of producing
biofuels, such as generating bio energy from
agricultural, fish and forestry wastes, produce
bio-char as a by-product. Gardeners who
would like to experiment can try mixing some
charred wood (not ashes) from the fireplace into
the soil along with organic fertilizer.
AAVAVAYAVAVAVAVAAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAAY,

Easy Does It Germander
By Jackie Tarchala

Germander you say, what's the common name?
That IS the common name! lIts botanical name

is Teucrium. There are many varieties, my
favorite being Teucrium chamaedrys. This

plant is deer resistant, grows neatly to 12-15
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inches, can be sheared into a hedge, is
evergreen to zone 6, root hardy to zone 4,
attracts bees and butterflies, grows in sun or
part shade and flowers from spring though fall
with only a haircut now and then. What more
could you ask!

This germander is used in knot gardens
because it can be easily sheared into small
hedges. You can hedge it as low as 6 inches
and has lavender flowers. It has a cousin
T.cham. “Prostratum”, which can sometimes be
confused in the nursery. Choose carefully as
prostrata is a spreader, growing only 6-8” high
and creeping up to 36 inches. This flower is
rose-pink. There is a new ‘Prostratum’ on the
market called ‘Summer Sunshine’ which
features chartreuse leaves which becomes light
green in summer. | have not seen this in the
nurseries in our area yet but | am betting that it
will need some shade in our hot sunny
summers. | also love T. cossonii majoricum
(goes by either name), which needs good
drainage but is soft and resembles alyssum but
with soft grey foliage and rosy purple flowers. It
is low and mounding, 8 inches by maybe 11/2
feet wide.

One more that you might consider, a giant
cousin T. fruticans which goes by the name of
Bush Germander. This one is also hardy to
Zone 4 but has silver stems and grey-green
foliage with silvery undersides and grows 4-8
feet talll Good for a screening hedge or barrier,
also deer resistant and has lavender-blue
flowers at the branch ends most of the year.
There is also a compact variety that grows to 3’
high and wide.

Other germanders include the native T.
canadense, a small leaved 3’ woodland plant
with pink flowers, blooms all summer, T.
scorodonia from Europe, whose ‘Crispum”
cultivar has crinkly white-edged leaves. A
Persian species, T. hyrcanicum, grows 15” high
and has grayish foliage and long re-purple
flower spikes.

Yes a few of these are somewhat hard for us to
find but some sources are Goodwin Creek
Gardens, and Well Sweep herb Farm, both by
mail order.
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Announcements

DI DD

“Getting to Know Your Soil”
The UCCE Master Gardeners and UCCE
Program Representative Andrew Kramer will
offer a free class entitled “Getting to Know
Your Soil” on Saturday August 18" from

10:00 am to noon at the GSA/Agriculture
MASTER GARDENERS Department building, 12200B Airport Road,
14TH ANNUAL TOMATO Martell. The class will explore the various
TASTING CONTEST SET types of soil in Amador County and local
gardeners will have the opportunity to identify
FOR AUGUST 25TH their own soil using the Amador soil survey.

The class will also cover basic methods of
improving soil fertility, the use of home soil
test kits and guidelines for how to make
planting and irrigation decisions based on soil
type. Those attending are requested to bring
a small sample of their soil in a plastic bag.

If you are like most gardeners, tomatoes are
number one in your heart. Most of us eagerly
anticipate the first delicious fruit of the season.
We are all looking for the perfect tomato.
Saturday August 25th is your chance to put
your tomatoes to the ultimate test! Amador

Master Gardeners are sponsoring a tomato Informational Session for

judging and tasting at the Sutter Creek Prospective MGs
Farmers Market. Expert judges will pick the
best tasting tomatoes, followed by tasting by As part of the Fall Expo, September 22",
the public. there will be an informational session for
prospective MGs at 11:30 am. Members of
To be judged, bring two washed tomatoes of the public who have expressed interest in
each variety (6 or more cherry tomatoes) to becoming a Master Gardener through the
the Sutter Creek Farmers Market by 9:00 AM 2008 training class in Amador County will be
on Saturday, August 25th. The judges will invited to the session where Andrew and
announce their favorites at 10:00 AM. The others will share about the UCCE Master
largest tomato will receive a special award. Gardener Program, its mission, impacts,
benefits and commitments. Spread the word
Join us for the public tasting and you will to anyone you know who would like to
have the fun of tasting all kinds of tomatoes, become a Master Gardener!

from tiny grape-size tomatoes to giants the
size of grapefruits and a variety of colors,

including yellow, orange, pink, tiger striped, Plants for the Fall EXDO!
and of course, dgeb -

ruby red. We are sure to have a tomato @ B

variety you’'ve never tasted before; you might 2\{2;

even find a new favorite!

NOW is the time to get those seedlings

T and divisions potted up so they will be
p p p p p p _
@@@@@@ nice and full for the Expo Sept 22"°.
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@ Just Published

The following new ANR publication is now
available from Communication Services:

Imported and American Varieties of Dates
in the United States
Donald R. Hodel, Dennis V. Johnson

Based on the pioneering work of Roy W.
Nixon, the leading American date scientist of
the 20th century, and supplemented by the
up-to-date research of UC and industry
experts, this is the first comprehensive
account of all of the varieties of dates and the
date palm industry in the United States. While
written with the California and Arizona
commercial grower in mind, growers and
palm enthusiasts worldwide will find this an
invaluable reference.

Chapters include:

History, trends, and current production in the
United States; Describing and distinguishing
date varieties; Detailed descriptions of the 16
commercial imported varieties; Never before
published information on 40 commercial and
non-commercial American varieties; Date
culture and management

Includes five appendices-grading standards
for dates, a list of germplasm collections of
date varieties in the United States, an
identification key to important date varieties,
and biography of Nixon and a listing of his
relevant publications. Also includes a table of
non-commercial imported date varieties.

3498 $25.00

http://anrcatalog.ucdavis.edu/InOrder/Shop/It
emDetails.asp?ltemNo=3498

Each UCCE office and REC will receive
one copy of this ANR publication.
There is no need to request this copy.

LMG,

Orders for additional copies can be placed
by calling 1-800-994-8849.

Contact Michelle Golden at
mvgolden@ucdavis.edu for marketing
materials and support on this publication.

New Free Publications Recently
Posted to the Online Catalog

8257 Beef Care Practices
http://anrcatalog.ucdavis.edu/InOrder/Shop/It
emDetails.asp?ltemNo=8257

8265 Nutrition and Health Info Sheet:
Energy Drinks
http://anrcatalog.ucdavis.edu/InOrder/Shop/It
emDetails.asp?ltemNo=8265

8261 Selecting Fruit, Nut, and Berry Crops
for Home Gardens in

San Mateo and San Francisco Counties
http://anrcatalog.ucdavis.edu/InOrder/Shop/It
emDetails.asp?ltemNo=8261

Recently Updated Pest Notes

7467 Cockroaches
http://anrcatalog.ucdavis.edu/InOrder/Shop/It
emDetails.asp?ltemNo=7467

Recently Updated Pest Management
Guidelines

3442 Cole Crops
http://anrcatalog.ucdavis.edu/InOrder/Shop/It
emDetails.asp?ltemNo=3442

And remember, you can always find out
what's new by pointing your browser to
http://anrcatalog.ucdavis.edu and clicking on
"New Additions"

Cynthia Kintigh, Marketing Manager
UC Division of Agriculture and Natural
Resources

Communication Services

1850 Research Park Drive, #218

Davis, CA 95618

Voice: (530) 297-4434"S

FAX: (530) 297-4438

You can place an order anytime

Amador Master Gardeners
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*x*x*Event Materials*****

Andrew has purchased a set of dry erase
makers, eraser and erasing liquid for MG use
at classes and events. Feel free to use them
but be sure to return them to our cabinet so
they are not put back in the general pool.

notice so folks can bring their material to the
curb, stacked with branches oriented and cut
butts facing the street. No "beaver dam"
stacking, please -- it will slow down the
contractor and drive our costs up.

And one last announcement: The Area 12
Agency on Aging is giving us 240 smoke
detectors to be installed in seniors'

1'_'[1 . 1
EAAN Lh't'l

~*LFIRE SAFE COUNCIL~*%

The Amador Fire Safe Council recently
received a grant from the US Forest Service
to work in the defensible space around the
homes of low income seniors, low income
disabled, and in-theater military

dependents. They must be full time residents
of Amador County. | am asking your help to
get the word out in your travels throughout
the county. The initial qualification for seniors
will be age 65 and social security

income. Once we get through the lowest
income group, | will raise the income level
and continue to do so until funding runs

out. If you know of a senior or disabled
resident that you think might meet the
qualifications, please either call me with their
name or phone number or have them call
me. | will take care of qualifying. We have
funding for 200 homes and | have about 40
folks on the list right now. There is no cost to
the senior or disabled to participate in the
program.

We are lined up for a free roadside chipper
program through Bureau of Land
Management, but probably will not see
funding until the start of the new federal fiscal
year in October. | am taking names and
phone numbers right now for that program. It
is open to all full time residents of the county,
with no age or income stipulations. When the
funding comes in, we will schedule by
neighborhood. As each neighborhood comes
up on the scheduled, we will give a week's
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homes. The bulk of these will go to the
seniors participating in the defensible space
project (paragraph 1), but we will have about
40 extras. Our intention is to give vouchers
on Senior Day at the county fair. The
voucher will be for one smoke detector
installed in the senior's home after the

fair. No income qualifications, just age 60 or
over and a county resident. We could use a
couple of additional volunteers who would be
willing to help with installation. They are
battery-operated, so no wiring will be needed.

If you want more information on any of these
projects, give me a call at 296-6220.

Cathy Koos Breazeal
Executive Director
Amador Fire Safe Council
209-296-6220

PLANT OF THE MONTH

(From the MG calendar)

%@2 Yarrow

The native Achillea millefolium californica is
white although there are many colored cultivars.
“Salmon Beauty” is pastel salmon, “Paprika” is
fragrant and intense red, “Terra Cotta” is rusty
orange and “Cerise Queen” is Fushia.

White and yellow are the most deer resistant for
some unknown reason. All are drought tolerant
needing only a little water to keep them looking
good in the garden. Yarrow can be used to
make a water saving lawn. Plant plugs 12-18
inches apart. Mow before they form flowers for
a “lawn” that is soft to walk or sit on. In the
garden cut plants back after flowering. Flowers
can be hung upside down to dry and used in
arrangement.

Amador Master Gardeners



August Meeting

Will be at the house of Consulting Rosarian
Kathy Pifari. The topic will be Care of Roses &
Diagnosis of Pests & Diseases.
Refreshments will be served by our
Refreshment Committee. Bring a hat and
sturdy shoes. Kathy has just landscaped her
“new” home and it is a site to behold.

DIRECTIONS TO PIFARI'S: From Fiddletown
19061 Quercus Court, Fiddletown
1. On Hwy. 49 Plymouth, watch for turn
Shenandoah Road and turn right (El
Dorado Bank on your right)
2. About 2 mile you will encounter a'y,
stay Right (Fiddletown Road)
3. About 6.5 miles you will go through
“Fiddletown” (Don’t blink and miss it)\
4. Continue straight on Fiddletown Road
for another 1 to 1 2 miles
5. Watch for another Y, stay right onto
Hale Road
6. About 1 mile turn right on Quercus
Court. We are on the corner of Quercus
and Hale enter thru white gate.

Any one coming from Pine Grove area can
follow Jackie Tarchala through Volcano or
carpool. 223-1976

SOOI KOO > > > > > > > ><

Gingered Blueberry Melon Toss

From recipezaar.com

2 T. honey

1T. fresh lime juice

2 teaspoon lime zest

18 teaspoon ground ginger

2 cups blueberries

1 cup diced cantaloupe

Combing first 4 ingredients, add to fruit, toss
to coat. Serve at room temperature or chilled
over ice cream or pound cake.

Blueberries and Melon now at Pine Grove
Farmers Market!

LMG,

VOLUNTEER
RECOGNITION

First of all, a huge thank you to Larry
Jones for coordinating the massive job that is
the Amador County Fair. Making sure the
garden is presentable, lining up all the Master
Gardeners to staff the booth, seeing to all the
endless details that make it run so smoothly. A
big job, but it was in capable hands.

In addition to all the individual
volunteers who staffed the booth, special fair
thanks also go to John Otto and Andrew
Kramer for setting up for the event, and to
Bernice Honeychurch for providing nightly
storage for the expensive UC Davis touch
screen kiosk at her home to keep it safe during
the fair.

Speaking of fair contributions, thanks
also to Penny Smith for making the winsome
wooden cowboy to help illustrate the fair theme:
“Bumper Cars, Rodeo Stars and Ewe.”

Recognition also to Janice Johnson for
teaching the highly successful education class
on “Attracting Birds, Bees and Butterflies” on
July 21. Assisting her in teaching the public how
to create a wildlife habitat in their gardens were
Jill North, Robin Ivanoff, Sue Harrington and
Rita Martin.

Special thanks also go to Jerry Trottier,
Lucy Martin and Jack Lyall for staffing the
Ridge Road Garden Center clinic on July 7.

Grateful thanks also to Valerie
Bonkowski for her work on the flower garden
at the Interfaith Food Bank, as well as to
Dennis Miller for the irrigation system at the
garden and to Lou Ohls for the demonstration
vegetable garden. The flower and/or vegetable
gardens are apparently about to expand,
becoming bigger and better than ever.

Also deserving of our thanks are
Bernice Honeychurch and her husband,
Stephen, as well as Andrew Kramer and
Michael Spinetta for the heavy day of weeding
the demonstration garden at Plymouth School.

Amador Master Gardeners



Getting to Know You ...
By: Lucy Martin

Penny Smith: beautiful wavy, silver hair and
soft brown eyes, a tranquil personality who
loves people and who has learned that each
day is to be enjoyed. She is a darling person -
small but a totally brave package and loaded
with energy, determination and lots of
enthusiasm. In 2005 while attending classes to
become a Master Gardener she was diagnosed
with breast cancer and underwent a double
mastectomy. Following that there was radiation
therapy and reconstructive surgery. Thanks to
Scott Oneto and Bernice Honeychurch who
brought the lessons to her at home during her
recovery and treatments she was able to
complete the training. She is doing very well
and her faith and optimism endure. She shares
this experience only to support others who may
be faced with a similar situation, to help them
know what to expect and to offer hope, to help
them know that recovery is very real, that faith
and love are constant. She is committed to
working with Recovering Breast Cancer
Survivors.

Her husband, Phil has been a rock —
supportive and caring. Together they have
created a home that they love and that offers
them comfort and enjoyment. Rather than
travel they prefer sharing their peaceful
paradise with friends who come often for a bar-
b-que or to share a glass of wine or a friendly
chat. This is also home to an assortment of
pets that includes Sami, the Australian
Shepherd, who reluctantly shares his space
with Buddy, a friendly-gentle Bernese Mountain
Dog. Also there are three llamas, two alpacas,
a pony, chickens, ducks, turkeys and guinea
fowl. Penny loves her animals and they are
indeed a part of the family. Penny and Phil
have a blended family of four children and two
grandchildren. Ryan, married - lives in San
Leandro, Shane is single, lives in Oakland and
is the artist who completed the cowboy-car-
ewe-figures that will be featured in the fair
garden. Phillip lives in San Ramon and Shellie
who has two children, Sierra and Maxwell lives
in Pioneer.

Penny grew up in Hayward and graduated from
Sunset High School. She immediately went to
work for Alameda County, started as a clerk at

LMG,

Fairmont Hospital and retired 34 years later as
an Information Systems Analyst. She and Phil
met through work where Phil was employed as
a Stationary Engineer with the Alameda
Juvenile Hall; at that time Penny was managing
the Mental Health Clinic. Friends who had
relocated to Mace Meadows encouraged them
to look for property in Amador County. They
wanted to avoid snow and in 1998 bought their
home on six-plus, useable acres located off
Carbondale Road. They lived in Castro Valley
before becoming full time residents in 2000.

Working outdoors and gardening is a passion.
She and Phil have planted 70 grapevines of
Zinfandel and Merlot plus 16 others that they
are “head-training”, which is a method of
harvesting. They are members of the Amador
Home Winemakers. Phil, a talented winemaker,
won two silver medals for Zin and Sauvignon
Blanc at the Amador Co. Fair. A Zin won
honorable mention at the California State Fair.
She has a 30x30 vegetable garden that
includes 60 heirloom tomato plants; her favorite
tomato is also her favorite plant; it is Copia -
rich in flavor and slices beautifully to blended
yellows and reds. She grows many herbs and
they hope to enroll in a cooking-with-herbs
class. They both enjoy cooking but serious
cooking is for the cooler seasons — in summer
it's BBQ and veggies.

Basically they are home-bodies but have
enjoyed cruises and are planning a trip to
Europe. She belongs to a spinning club; she
spins the fleece from the alpacas into yarn.
She is designing and working with the
landscaping at the Fiddletown Community
Church grounds. She and a friend started the
Plymouth Farmers Market but it only lasted two
years. However, she still sells tomatoes during
August on Thursday evenings. It was at the
Plymouth market where she met Bernice who
introduced her to the MG program. She is
currently serving as Refreshments Coordinator.
She is a very active member; always available
to help including hosting two meetings at her
home this year and another event that will be
hosted in August. She wrote a touching
passage for the back label of their wine and she
shares a part of it with us, “... we thank God for
His grace and guidance through both good and
hard times ... We look forward to the future.
with anticipation .. knowing He is always
there”... .
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