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Your Co-Pres’ Speak

Hello fellow MG’s. It
has been another
busy month. The MGs
provided two night

classes. One on weedless gardening and the
other on ornamentals. We also held several
nursery clinics, including one at Wal-Mart.
The tomato/pepper class and sale was a
huge success. The MGs who helped at these
events are to be commended.

Well, the late spring rains are producing the
healthiest crop of weeds that I've seen since
I moved here almost six years ago. On the
other hand, the ornamentals and native
plants are thriving with new growth, which is
being attached by powdery mildew,
sowbugs, earwigs, slugs and aphids. |
guess this is nature’s way of providing feast
in some years and then famine in others.

| hope to see you all at the next MG meeting
and potluck lunch which will be held at the
Amador Flower Farm, starting at 11 am on
Tuesday, June 21%.

Co-President Dennis Miller

Hi MGs,

As Dennis pointed out in his report, the
Amador Master Gardener Program is actively
providing services to the residents of our
county and there's more to come. More
classes are scheduled and our vice president
and his committee have been very busy
planting and maintaining our "sun garden" at
the Amador Fair Grounds. Our MG Booth at
the Fair is always a big hit along with th~ frana
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redwood seedlings we will be giving away If
you haven’t signed up to work at the fair
please do - IT'S FUN.

With the great weather we are now having we
can get out in our gardens and have some
fun. Today is in the 90s and | have to get
back to a regular watering schedule and
check out my sprinkler system. When | finish
this report it is back to the weeding, they are
growing faster than | can pull them.
"Gardening requires lots of water, most of it in
the form of perspiration" - Lou Erickson.

We are looking forward to a great outing at
the Amador Flower Farm next month. How
can you beat good food and a lovely garden?
Remember, your spouse is invited too. Donna
and | will see you there.

Co President Jack Lyall

JUNE CALENDAR

June 4, Saturday — “Summer Fruit Tree
Pruning” class, 9-10 am, at Dennis Millers’.

June 11, Saturday — “Soils”, “Composting”
classes, 9:30 AM-12 noon at Ag office.

June 21, Tuesday — MG Monthly Meeting,
11:00 am, at Amador Flower Farm. Tour and
potluck lunch.

June 23, Thursday — Tentative field trip to
Echo Farms in Pioneer. Watch e-mail for
updated information.

Amador Master Gondeners




Secretary’s Notes

MAY 18, 2005

Jack Lyall convened the meeting at 1:00 pm.
Jackie Tarchala introduced Diana Waller,
Rangeland Management Specialist to talk
about native grasses. She distributed
handouts and showed samples of some
native and non-native grasses from our area.

At the beginning of her slide presentation
Diana listed useful reference books. She
suggested the best book to have is “Manual
of the Grasses of the United States” by A.S.
Hitchcock & Agnes Chase.

Then slides of the following native grasses
were shown:

Blue Wildrye, Elymus glaucus: Large
perennial bunchgrass; very common in the
lower conifers and under shady oaks;
dormant in summer and after frosts; flowers
May to August; tolerates wide variations in
soil and weather conditions; very fire tolerant.

Bent Grass, Agrostis exarata: Large
perennial (sometimes annual) bunchgrass;
found in moist, open areas near streams and
meadows; prefers full sun, matures in one
season; flowers spring to summer; re-seeds
itself well, establishes rapidly.

Tufted Hairgrass, Deschapsia caespitosa:
Very attractive, long-lived perennial
bunchgrass; occurs in meadows and along
stream banks; likes shaded openings to full
sun, prefers wet areas; flowers late May; will
survive low intensity fires.

Squirreltail, Sitanion Hystrix: Very attractive,
tufted bunchgrass; prefers open, sandy,
gravelly, rocky sites; prefers full sun or near
full sun; tolerant of adverse soil conditions;
flowers in May.

Slender Wheatgrass, Elymus trachycaulus:
Mature height 12-59 inches with stiff, upright
flowers; occurs primarily in wetland and
riparian areas; prefers open, sunny areas;
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flowers June through September; vigorous
sprouter, fast and easy to grow.

California Fescue, Festuca californica: Very
attractive and long-lived perennial; prefers
north-facing slopes with part shade to full
sun; prefers wet areas; flowers April through
June; propagates best by division.

California Brome, Bromus carinatus: Very
attractive short-lived tufted perennial or
biennial; prefers moderately dry, open areas
in a variety of habitats; flowers April through
August;  surprisingly  drought tolerant;
competes well with weeds, establishes
readily.

Meadow Barley, Hordeum brachyantherum:
Attractive, short-lived tufted perennial or
biennial; prefers moderately dry, open areas;
flowers April through August.

Creeping Wildrye, Leymus triticoides: Long-
lived perennial, stays green longer than other
cool season grasses; prefers heavy soils and
full sun over partial shade; flowers May
through July.

California Oniongrass, Melica California:
Attractive, very long-lived perennial; prefers
dry, exposed, rocky slopes, full to partial
shade; flowers April through August.

Deergrass, Muhlenbergia rigens: Very showy
and attractive, long-lived perennial
bunchgrass; prefers to be along streams,
edges of meadows, tolerates short-duration
flooding; will grow in dry, damp or moist
conditions and in full sun to partial shade;
flowers September through October; a good
alternative to Pampas Grass.

Nodding Needlegrass, Nassella cernua: 12-
40 inch tall long-lived perennial; prefers
sandy, well-drained loamy soils; tolerates
heat and wind, thrives in full sun, will also
grow in partial shade; summer water may Kkill
it; flowers late April through May.
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Purple Needlegrass, Nassella pulchra: Long-
lived, upright perennial bunchgrass; prefers
droughty soils and clay soils; grows well in full
sun or partial shade; flowers April through
May; does not like disturbance after planting.

Pine Bluegrass, Poa secunda: Low-growing,
tufted perennial bunchgrass; prefers clay
loams but does well on dry, rocky, sandy or
shallow soils as well, full sun to part shade;
flowers in April.

At the end of the presentation Diana invited
us to pick up some seedlings she brought
with her and give them a try in our gardens.

After the refreshment break, Jack reconvened
the meeting at 2:15 pm. He passed around
sign up sheets for the county fair and phone
clinics.

Jim Wilson announced he needs assistance
with the Access Program on the computer. It
was suggested he contact Marie Loretta.

Jim Howard reported on the field trip to
Duarte Nursery. He said the food and wine
were great. There were demonstrations on
irrigation systems, soils, and tours of fields
and greenhouses.

Bob Allen reported he is working on a field
trip to Echo Farms in Pioneer for June,
Bodgett Forest Research Farm in
Georgetown for July, the UCD Insect
museum for August and Kings Mums and a
chocolate factory in October. He said to
watch the newsletter for details.

Bernice Honeychurch reported on the
Nursery Clinic held a Wal-Mart. She said it
was a PR event. We had 3 volunteers
working handing out our bookmarks in 3
different locations. She recommended doing
it again.

Jack Lyall reported on the Nursery Clinic at
Amador Nursery that he and Marie worked.
They demonstrated “Container Gardening”.

Larry Jones reported on the Amador County
Fair. The sign up sheet was being passed
around and he and Bernice needed a few
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more people to volunteer to help water the
garden until the fair. He also had “Show and
Tell” for various devices for keeping our
outdoor electrical cords neat and safe.

Janice Johnson reported on the Tomato and
Pepper class she and Peggy Sullivan
presented. It was Peggy’s first class and
Janice said she did a great job. They sold
about $200.00 worth of plants at the class
and $30.00 during our meeting. The extra
plants will go to the food bank. Dennis Miller
said the Power Point presentation really
added to the class. Jack thanked everyone
who helped grow the tomato and pepper
plants.

Jack reported the Summer Fruit Tree Pruning
class would be at Dennis Miller's house on
June 4. It will be a 1-hour class at 9 AM.
Dennis has printed directions to his house.
On June 11 from 9:30 AM-11:00 AM will be a
class on Soils by Scott Oneto and a class on
Composting by Dave Andrews.

Jill North announced an alternative to DEET
mosquito repellant was OQil of Lemon
Eucalyptus and also Picaridin (KBR 3023)
found in Cutter Advantage. She also
announced the Animal Shelter is having a
fundraise “Buy a Brick”.

Jakki Schatz and Valerie Bonkowski reported
the Sierra Madre Flower Show went very
well. 58 people entered the show. MG
Marilyn Brown came in 5" overall.

Jackie Tarchala announced the next meeting
June 21° will be at the Amador Flower Farm.
A tour will start at 11 AM followed by a
potluck lunch. Also an evening meeting is
planned for July 19 at 4:30 pm followed by a
potluck dinner at Larry Jones house.

Hack Severson announced he has raspberry
plants to give away.

Jack adjourned the meeting at 2:55 PM.
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Announcements

FIELD TRIPS

Just a little update for field trips...We have
made contact with Ecofarms in Pioneer and
are seeing if we can get a tour there on
Thursday, June 23. This is tentative and we
will provide more info once confirmed.

We are also setting up for a visit to Bodgett
Forest Research Farm in Georgetown in July,
followed by a visit to UCD Bohart Insect
Museum and UCD Environmental Horticulture
Greenhouses in August. We will have more
information on these last two prior to next
newsletter.

Bob Allen

A VERY GOOD BERRY PIE
Jill North’s recipe from April potluck
Directions: Go to Safeway. Buy their

Marionberry Pie (not the no sugar added).
Bring home. Add ice cream and/or warm.

—

JUNE POTLUCK AND TOUR

The June monthly meeting will be at the
Amador Flower Farm on June 21% at 11:00
AM. There will be a tour of the Flower Farm
first followed by a potluck lunch. Spouses are
invited. Be sure to wear comfortable shoes
and sunscreen and hat. This is always a fun
day so don’t miss it.

THANKS

Thanks to all who contribute articles and
information to the newsletter.

LMA,
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CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANTS

California native plants, although relatively
pest free, are not without problems.
Diseases such as root and crown rots are
often aggravated by summer irrigation or poor
planting practices. Pruning can increase the
danger of cankers on some natives such as
ceanothus, manzanita, or fremontia. Perform
tip pruning only, and just after the rainy
season.

Consider the general aesthetic appearance of
the natives. Many plants become dormant
during the summer, or semi deciduous during
periods of low rainfall. They may become
rather unattractive towards the end of the
summer unless they are watered occasionally
during the dry season. Generally one to five
deep waterings during this period will improve
the plant’s appearance considerably. Weight
the value of summertime appearance against
fire considerations. If the plant is not fire
resistant, additional watering may encourage
the growth and accumulation of potential fire
fuel.

Some suggested ground covers and
perennials are: California fuchsia, Dwarf
coyote bush, Maritime ceanothus, Catalina
currant, Creeping sage, Lupines, Penstemon,
Matilija poppy, Indian paintbrushes,
Stonecrop, Live forever, Deergrass.

Some suggested trees for full sun are:
California buckeye, Douglas fir, Grey pine,
Blue oak, Torrey pine, Palo verge, California
fan palm.

Some suggested trees for afternoon shade
are: Coast or Interior live oak, Coulter pine,
Jeffrey pine, Ponderosa pine, Holly leaf
cherry, Sargent cypress, Santa Cruz
Ironwood.



GETTING TO KNOW YOU By Lucy Martin

Steve Collins ... became a Master Gardener in
April of 2004 and has been a very productive
and fun addition to our group. He has been
very helpful and has volunteered for many
programs and duties. This year he is
Coordinator of the Demo Garden/veggie
section; he has done everything from weeding,
soil preparation, planting, watering and
whatever else that are required. He has
planted chard, lettuce, bell peppers, onions,
radishes and tomatoes.

Steve has a most pleasant smile, clear blue
eyes, a great sense of humor and he loves to
laugh. He lives on Middle Bar Road in Jackson
with his wife, Connie and their two dogs,
Maggie who they have had for about 9 years
and Moke an abandoned French Short Haired
that they found near Salt Springs Reservoir.
Steve has formed a mutual bond with Moke and
he is Steve’s special companion. Connie is a
teaching assistant with the Amador School
District Special Education at lone Elementary.
They have two sons, Matthew who lives in
Oakland and Jesse who lives with his wife and
young son in Elk Grove.

Steve was born in PA but the family moved to
California when he was only 18 months old. He
grew up in the Oakdale/Manteca area. He
graduated from HS in Manteca and then earned
an AA degree in business from Diablo Valley
JC. He then enrolled at Cal State-Hayward —
but love interfered and he and Connie were
married before he completed his studies. No
regrets — June 13" will be their 40"
anniversary. Their sons have informed them
not to make plans for July — “something special’
seems to be in the works!

Steve has a varied and interesting background;
through HS and college he worked on chicken
ranches that raised fryers — he was responsible
for 35,000 chickens on one ranch to another
ranch that had 100,000! And, he still likes
chicken! He then worked at a
hardware/building supply store and an
appliance service business until he landed at
PG&E in 1968. He worked through the ranks
into management as Gas Service Manager and
retired from that business in 1994. But he
wasn’t through yet — after he retired and moved
here he worked for Kamps Propane for 7 years
as in-home service manager for the Pine
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Grove-Pioneer area until he completely retired
in 2002.

While employed with PG&E they lived in
Antioch. During this time he and Connie moved
into three new homes all of which had to be
landscaped. He and Connie did all the work.
He very much enjoys the landscaping aspect —
although it is Connie’s job to select and place
the plants. He especially enjoys vegetable
gardening and composting. Master Gardeners
has been the most natural transition for him as
it encompasses all of his past experiences with
the pleasure of gardening. And with the
volunteer work involved he is able to serve his
community.

His attraction to Amador County is its gold
country location. He admits to having “gold
fever”. This was inspired by his grandmother
who used to take the children on prospecting
trips in the small town of Hornitos. He is a
member of the Gold Prospectors Assn of
America. This is a paid membership that
provides mining guides and owns many claims
throughout the states. He also belongs to the
Lost Dutchmen’s Mining Association. They own
12 campgrounds scattered about the country
that are proven gold areas. He is an avid
fisherman and just returned from a houseboat-
fishing trip on Lake Shasta that he enjoyed with
seven friends. This guy enjoys reading food
articles and while he does the usual b-b-q’ing
he also loves to cook. One of his favorite
dishes to prepare is moussaka, a Greek
eggplant and ground lamb dish. He also loves
to eat and enjoys all types of food, in particular,
Italian.

He is currently building a “Taj Mahal for
chickens”. It is an 8x12 structure that will
withstand any earthquake. He will buy a few
Bante and Rhode Island Reds for their eggs to
begin with and will increase the numbers later.
Steve is content living in this county and the 42
acres on which they have built their dream
home. It is very special to them ... this is their
dream — their home — their quiet — their solitude
— their peace! This is the ultimate for
happiness. Welcome Steve.

Steve’s words that he would like to share, “May
the bottom of your gold pan turn yellow”.

Amador Master Gandeners



AMADOR'’S FIRST FARM ADVISOR

In 1955, Bob Plaister came to Amador
County from the Salinas Valley; He had
turned down Modoc County, because he
felt this was a better place to raise his
children, Celeste and Pat. You see, a few
years back Bob had finally graduated from
the Farm and Agriculture School at U. C.
Davis, before that he was a bombardier for
the Air Force flying 51 missions over
Germany, and Romania from Italy. Bob
always felt that this was the most
worthwhile thing he could ever do for
himself and his country. Amador County
had just been rediscovered on new map
that U. C, System had just acquired and
after much discussion they decided to
explore it, and Bob was appointed to lead
a one-man expedition to this wild untamed
area. Bob, spent 50 years here and it was
a labor of love, he made many, many
friends He helped quell a grasshopper
infection, and he was instrumental in
diagnosing a grass problem that had killed
thousands of head of cattle in the county.
He assisted many a farmer or grower in
new methods of germination and testing.
One of his greatest achievements was
initiating the soil testing for grape growing
in the Shenandoah Valley where he
discovered that the primary nutrients
existed here for the successful cultivation
of grapes. Bob started the 4H clubs here
in Amador County; this was one of his
most cherished achievements. He took
hundreds of kids to the Sierras each
summer. Bob traveled to many countries
in an effort to learn new techniques of
farming and he always shared his
information with his fellow farm advisors
across the state. Bob was like that.

| met Bob, in 1997 when we had just come
up here form San Jose, we hit it off
immediately when | told him that | was in
the Master Gardener Program and was
doing a show on the radio for them. Bob
told me of his background and that he too,
had done a farm and agriculture radio
program in the Salinas Valley. Bob and |
became fast friends even with an 18-year
difference; he shared with me many
stories of the county and of his war
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exploits, if only | could remember them.
His vast knowledge of farm and agriculture
problems were new to many of the farmers
and growers as he Introduced new U, C.
techniques. As the saying goes” He forgot
more, then | will ever hope to know.” Our
Carolyn was his first assistant/secretary.

Bob died March10, 2005 at 83 years
young. | had the privilege to drive him to
church every Sunday for the past four
years. He is with his God and He is in my
mind and heart forever.

Joe Matthews

WEBSITE OF THE MONTH

A good website with an unforgettable name is
www.emilycompost.com. It has information
on “Gardening with Kids”, “Plants Than Can
Cope With a Slope”, plant and wildflower of
the week; and yes, Master Gardeners are
given a plug. The site is updated every other
month. Check it out!

Bernice Honeychurch

FAIR GARDEN

We have divided the watering detail into three
times a week from June 1 until the fair.
Thanks to our watering team — Ann Schieding
and Emily Beals who will water early in the
week; Emmi Felberg, John Otto, Patti Stalder
and Bob Allen who will water mid week;
Marilyn Brown and Guy Reynolds who will
take the end of the week. Our garden will
surely bloom. Thanks you for participating in
the most important part of the fair demo
garden project.

Bernice Honeychurch

JUNE POTLUCK AND TOUR

The June monthly meeting will be at the
Amador Flower Farm on June 21 at 11:00
AM. There will be a tour of the Flower Farm
first followed by a potluck lunch. Spouses are
invited. Be sure to wear comfortable shoes
and sunscreen and hat. This is always a fun
day so don’t miss it.

Amador Master Gandeners
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June Yard Gardening Calendar

PLANT SEED: (All elevations)
Sow seeds of perennials for transplanting in the fall and for next years bloom.
All summer annuals including cosmos, marigold, sunflowers, zinnias, portulacas.

SET OUT PLANTS: (All elevations)
Hot weather annuals and perennials. Shade newly set-out plants and seedlings for several days.
For bedding plants that will last through summer, select periwinkles, salvia and verbena.

FERTILIZE:

Think twice before you fertilize. Too much fertilizer is as bad as too little. Pale leaves indicate they
need N, yellowing indicates chlorosis. Feed long-blooming perennials and shrubs.

Yellowed leaves on plants (azaleas and gardenias in particular at this time) often mean they are
starved for iron. Apply chelated iron when this occurs. Feed those acid-lovers.

Use control release fertilizers for continuously healthy plants.

A dose of fish emulsions will promote beautiful flowers and foliage on fuschias & tuberous
begonias.

Young trees need nitrogen or 16-20-0 if phosphorous was not included when planted.

On roses that are re-bloomers, remove faded flowers and feed with a complete fertilizer.

Turf grasses need to be fed. Lightly fertilize flowers and vegetables.

SPRAY AND GARDEN CONTROL:

Bait and trap for gophers, slugs and snails.

For earwigs, make a trap with a shallow container with a little vegetable oil.

Powdery mildew can be a problem this time of the year. To control when first detected: high
pressure watering or insecticidal soap. If it becomes chronic, use a fungicide every week to 10
days.

Control lawn moths with beneficial nematodes and remember-pesticides kill these good guys.
If plants are healthy with no flowers and holes in buds, you may have budworms-Bt every 7-10
days.

GARDEN MAINTENANCE:

To avoid borers, keep trees watered and healthy.

Deciduous clematis need their roots cool and moist.

For summer mowing, set height to 1 inch for Bermuda, 2” for bluegrass and 3” for tall fescue.
Irrigate turf regularly and deeply. Split watering into 2 applications if runoff is a problem.

Dead patches in the lawn may mean larvae are at work. Check by filling a cylinder (can with both
ends removed) with soapy water over the spot. They'll surface.

Pinch back annuals such as petunias, snapdragons, blue salvia, and verbenas to encourage
compact growth. Pinch off faded blooms to prevent flowers from going to seed. Continue pinching
mums, fuchsias, marguerites. Removing faded flowers from shrubs and perennial encourages
continued bloom. Make sure you remove the entire flower head.

Stake tall, floppy flowers. Re-build water basins.

When delphiniums fade, cut off flower stalk to 6 “ for re-bloom in fall.

REMEMBER:

Have mover blades sharpened if needed. Dull blades make ragged cuts that invite disease.
Indoor plants-direct hot sun from W and S windows can be harmful. Fertilize carefully.

Control poison oak by spraying again now.

LMA,
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June Vegetable/Orchard Gardening Calendar

PLANT SEED: (All elevations)

All summer vegetables including beans, beets, carrots, corn, cucumbers, melons, parsnip,
pumpkins, radish, squash and turnips. There is still time to plant tomatoes. Start broccoli,
cauliflower, and brussel sprouts for fall growing.

For high country gardeners, choose early yielding crops and plant a successive crop in late June.
Early-maturing varieties are also good if you get a late start at any elevations.

Plant herb seeds every 6 to 8 weeks for continuous availability into winter.

SET OUT PLANTS: (All elevations)
Squash, cucumbers, eggplant, peppers, tomatoes, and herbs.
Shade newly set-out plants and seedlings for several days to protect from sun.

FERTILIZE:
Feed citrus and avocado trees with a good citrus food.
Lightly fertilize vegetables. A controlled release fertilizer encourages steady growth/good health.

SPRAY AND GARDEN CONTROL:

Bait and trap for gophers, slugs and snails. Keep poisons away from children and pets.

If you are a smoker, you may infect susceptible plants with tobacco mosaic-wear gloves or have a
non-smoker handle all susceptible plants.

Powdery mildew can be a problem this time of the year. To control when first detected: high
pressure watering or insecticidal soap. If it becomes chronic, use a fungicide every week to 10
days.

Earwigs can be trapped by using a shallow container full of water, topped with a little vegetable oil.
Wait for fruit to drop off of wild blackberries before applying chemicals.

Dust grapes with sulfur to prevent powdery mildew and bunch rot.

Do something to discourage birds from raiding fruits in the orchard.

Apply Tangle Foot to fruit trees to prevent crawling insects from claiming fruit.

GARDEN MAINTENANCE:

Thin fruit of peaches and apples - 6 to 8 inches apart to prevent limb breakage. To thin high fruits,
knock off with a pole. For limb support, 2X4 wood braces can be used for small trees. For larger
trees, tie limbs together with plastic cord being careful not to girdle limbs.

Spray apricots with Benomyl or Captan to prevent brown rot.

White wash fruit tree trunks to prevent sunburn.

Cut back berry vines after bloom.

Hand-pick stinkbugs and tomato hornworms.

REMEMBER:

Set out wire cages around tomato plants while plants are still young. Experiments show that caged
tomatoes produce twice as much fruit as staked ones.

Onions and garlic will probably be ready for digging by June 15. Do not plant these crops in the
same place next fall, they must be rotated.

Mulch if you still need to. Remember that red plastic mulch is getting good reports.

Pick crops in the early morning when it is cool and harvest vegetables at the peak of their maturity-
firm, fully colored and full flavored but not too large. Check corn 3-4 days after the silk turns brown.
For herbs, pick individual leaves or sprigs before flower buds open.

Water tomatoes, melons, and cucumbers deeply every 5 to 7 days for an abundant crop.

Cut back berry vines after fruiting.

LMA,
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Master Gardener Calendar
June 2005

MG,

Amador Master Gardeners

K. Nepturn

Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
. | 1 2 3
Phone Clinic Hours are
T hru Fri Class
uesday thru Friday Diane Ferrell Steve Collins Jackie Tarchala ‘Summer Fruit
10:00 2.m.—12:00 p.m. John Otto Patti Stalder Tree Pruning’
10:00-12:00
7 8 9 10
Class
Honeychurch D & C Rosson Jim Harrington Dave Andrews ‘Foothill Soils
Dave Andrews & Composting’
9:30-12:00
14 15 16 17
Jackie Tarchala Valerie B Jakki Schatz Dennis Miller
Jill North Jack Lyall
21 22 23 24
MG Meeting at
Amador Flower Jerry Trottier Ann Schieding Robert Allen
Farm Jane Whitmore
28 29 30
Lucy Martin Jakki Schatz
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